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ZIKARAS  1926  50  LITIJ  PLASTER  MODEL 
DONATED  TO  BALZEKAS  MUSEUM 


A rare  original  plaster  coin 
model  sculpted  by  the  designer  of 
Lithuania’s  1925-36-38  coins, 
Juozas  Zikaras  (1881-1944),  has 
been  donated  to  the  Balzekas 
Museum  of  Lithuanian  Culture  in 
Chicago.  This  piece  was  donated 
to  the  Museum  by  Elena 
Sakas-Sluder  of  Colorado. 

This  white  plaster  model 
measures  213  mm.  in  diameter, 
and  is  15  mm.  thick.  The  design 
features  the  obverse  of  the 
proposed  50  lity  gold  coin  which 
was  never  issued  by  the  Republic 
of  Lithuania. 

Sculptor  Zikaras  was 
authorized  to  design  a 50  litij  gold 
coin  in  1925,  and  began  his  work 
on  the  project  that  year.  This 
particular  obverse  design  was 
approved  by  the  Cabinet  of 
Ministers  on  July  15,  1925.  A 
half-million  litai  was  allocated  in 
the  1926  budget  for  work  required 
to  produce  this  coin. 

It  was  subsequently 
determined  however,  that  a 50  litq 
gold  coin  was  unnecessary  in 
normal  commerce,  and  that  the 
allocated  funds  could  be  better 
used  elsewhere.  Thus,  no  regular 
gold  coins  were  struck  by  the 
Republic  of  Lithuania  during  the 
period  of  independence 


This  obverse  design  features  the  legend  “LIETUVOS  RESPL  BI.IKA” 
similar  to  that  which  appeared  on  the  1925  coins  minted  in  England.  The 
date  at  the  bottom  is  “1926.” 


In  the  center  is  a young  Lithuanian  woman,  seated,  and  facing  left. 
She  is  clothed  in  a fine  long  flowing  dress,  and  holding  a Hag  with  a staff  in 
her  right  hand.  Her  left  arm  is  resting  upon  a shield  with  a double-barred 
cross,  as  found  on  the  Vytis  emblem.  The  shield  and  cross  contains  an 
embellished  dotted  border.  Upon  her  left  arm  rests  an  unidentified  nower\ 
branch,  perhaps  an  olive  branch,  or  flax,  or  roses. 


1918-1940. 
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ZIKAR AS  1926  50  UTiJ  PLASTER  MODEL  DONATED  TO  BALZEKAS  MUSi:UM 

Continued  from  page  1.... 


Of  special  interest  is  the 
crcwn  on  her  head.  The  crown  top 
IS  shaped  like  the  Hill  of 
Gediniinas  located  in  the  capital 
city  of  Vilnius,  then  under  Polish 
occupation  (1920-1939).  The 
crown  base  forms  the  Columns  of 
Gediniinas  design. 

The  reverse  of  this  plaster 
model  does  not  have  any  design, 
but  has  the  hand-engraved  writing 
of  the  sculptor,  “SKULPTORIUS 
JUOZAS  ZIKARAS.” 

A red  plaster  model  of  this 
exact  design  is  housed  in  the  M.K. 
Ciurlionis  Museum  of  Fine  Art  in 
Kaunas.  That  model  is  illustrated 
on  page  123  of  the  1995  book 
“Lietuvos  Pinigai”  by  Ruta 
Kunciene.  It  however,  has  a full 
horizontal  crack  at  the  position  of 
the  top  of  the  bottom  crossbar. 

Zikaras  also  worked  on  a 
design  for  the  50  litp  reverse,  but 
did  not  complete  it  because  the 
decision  was  made  to  abandon  the 
project.  That  design  consisted  of  a 
farmer  on  the  left  plowing  his 
field,  with  a horse  on  the  right.  No 
legend  or  denomination  was 
included  by  Zikaras,  nor  did  there 
appear  a Vytis  emblem,  the 
national  insignia  of  Lithuania. 
Space  was  included,  however  for 
those  features  on  that  incomplete 
design,  with  that  red  plaster  model 
also  in  the  Ciurlionis  Museum. 

The  piece  donated  to  the 
Balzekas  Museum  has  been  placed 
on  display  in  the  Numismatic 
Room  next  to  the  collection  of 
1925-36-38  coins  designed  by 
Juozas  Zikaras.  The  Museum  is 
located  at  6500  S.  Pulaski  Road, 
Chicago,  IL  60629.  (773) 

582-6500.  E-mail: 
Editor@lithuanianmuseum.org. 


Reverse  design  plaster 
with  farmer/plow/horse 


in  Ciurlionis  Museum  in 
Kaunas. 


JUOZAS  ZIKARAS 
(1881-1944) 


3. 


THE  EURO  AND  PUBLIC  OPINION  IN  LITHUANIA 

According  to  an  article  published  in  the  January  5,  2007  issue  of  the  Lithuanian 
language  weekly  EMIGRANTAS,  1016  individuals  in  Lithuanian  were  interviewed 
in  November  9-12,  2006  by  the  public  opinion  company  ‘Vilmarus’.  Their  data 
were  that  39.3%  (399)  were  against  the  introduction  of  the  euro  in  Lithuania, 
37.8%  (384)  were  in  favor  and  22.9%  (233)  had  no  opinion.  Of  those  favoring 
the  introduction  of  the  euro,  40.9%  (157)  felt  it  should  be  introduced  when  the 
Mastricht  criteria  had  been  satisfied.  11.2%  (43)  felt  it  should  be  introduced  in 
2009,  21.9%  (84)  in  2010  and  17.2%  (66)  felt  it  should  be  introduced  even  later. 
At  this  time  the  most  realistic  estimation  for  the  introduction  of  the  euro  is  taken 
to  be  2010. 

The  demographics  of  the  sample  were  not  reported.  Given  that  Lithuania 
has  a population  of  over  3 million,  a sample  of  just  over  1,000  is  indeed  a small 
sample,  meaning  that  the  margin  of  error  is  so  large  that  any  distinction  between 
the  response  categories  is  statistically  meaningless.  A much  larger  sample,  and 
one  which  is  reflective  of  the  total  population,  would  be  more  meaningful. 
However,  regardless  of  public  opinion,  the  euro  and  total  integration  into  the 
European  Community  is  a ‘must’  for  Lithuania. 

COINS  OF  LORD  VLADIMIRAS  ALGIRDAITIS 


From:  Tietuvos  Didziosios  Kunigaikstystes  Lydiniai  ir  Monetos,  nuo  1387  iki  1495  metq' 

Vilnius,  1994,  p.  35-39,  by  Eugenijus  Ivanauskas  and  Mikelis  Balcius. 

Translated,  substantially  edited  and  supplemented  by  Aleksandras  Radzius 

Vladimiras  Algirdaitis  was  the  fourth  son  of  Algirdas  when  Algirdas  was 
Lord  of  Vitebsk.  Made  Lord  of  Kiev  in  1362  by  his  father  Algirdas,  now  King 
of  Lithuania,  Vladimiras  ruled  this  domain  until  1394,  when  he  was  driven  out 
by  King  Vytautas  and  given  Kopyl  and  Sluck  in  northwestern  Ruthenia  to  rule. 
Lord  Skirgaila  was  installed  in  Kiev  by  King  Vytautas  in  1394,  but  by  1397 
Lord  Skirgaila  was  dead.  By  1398,  Lord  Vladimiras  was  also  dead. 

Vladimiras  Algirdaitis's  rule  in  Kiev  was  long  enough  to  permit  the  minting 
of  coins.  One  of  these  coins  was  found  in  the  Borishchev  hoard.  It's  about 
15.9  mm  in  diameter  and  weighs  1.10  grams,  about  17  grains  or  about  0.7  of 

a pennyweight.  Such  a weight  presents  two 
possibilities.  If  this  was  the  intended  weight 


of  the  coin,  it  would  mean  that  the  coin  was 
intended  to  have  a denomination  of  2/3  pen- 
x2  nyweight.  But,  since  only  some  of  the  Cyrilic 

legend  is  visible,  even  allowing  for  off-center  allignment  of  the  dies,  the 
possibility  of  clipping  has  to  be  concidered.  And,  since  at  that  time,  a quantity 
of  coins,  not  each  indivual  coin,  was  required  to  meet  a required  weight 
standard,  a better  interpretation  is  that  the  coin  was  intended  to  be  of 
pennyweight  denomination  (about  24  grains  or  about  1.56  grams,)  and  its 


r. 


underweight  might  be  accounted  for  by  a combination  of  an  underweight 
planchet  at  minting  and  clipping  while  in  circulation. 

On  the  obverse,  from  the  6 o'clock  to  about  the  3:30  o'clock  position  and 
^ 5^  extending  to  about  1/3  of  the  way  into  the  coin  is  a depiction 

^ Vladimiras's  arms.  The  rest  of  the  obverse  has  Cyril- 

lie  letters.  The  reverse  has  Arabic  script. 

The  Cyrillic  legend  has  been  deciphered  as  follows:  beginning  at  about  the 
12:30  o'clock  position  is  a 'TT'.  Going  counter-clockwise,  at  about  the  12 
o'clock  position  is  a backward  Cyrillic  'E'.  This  is  not  surprising,  as  the  Cyrillic 
legend  was  not  engraved  on  the  die  in  reverse  and  thus,  on  the  minted  coin, 
the  legend  came  out  backwards.  At  about  tbe  11  o'clock  position  is  a Cyrillic 
't|'.  Next  is  an  'A'  on  it's  side,  looking  more  like  a wide  Latin  'V'.  Next  it  a 'V 
followed  by  a Cyrillic  softening  symbol.  Thus  we  have  the  'TTE^ATb',  'Pechat' 
meaning  'Seal  of.  This  portion  of  the  legend  seems  to  have  excess  metal 
above  it,  suggesting  off-center  allignment  of  the  dies.  The  rest  of  the  legend  is 
problematic.  What  should  follow  is  either  the  title  or  the  name  of  the  Lord 
issuing  the  coin.  After  the  softening  symbol  and  at  about  the  9 o'clock 
position,  is  an  Incomplete  upright  stroke  with  a leg  going  out  from  the  middle. 
If  originally  there  should  have  been  a stroke  extending  into  the  other 
direction,  the  letter  would  have  been  a "K".  But  if  there  should  have  been  a 
stroke  joining  tbe  leg  and  tbe  main  stroke,  the  letter  would  be  a Cyrillic  '6'  (in 
the  Latin  script,  a 'B'). 

It  appears  that  on  the  coin  there  is  enough  room  for  18-20  letters  in  the 
legend.  'TTEMATb  KHA3A'  (Pechat  Kniazia  - Seal  of  Lord)  takes  up  11  or  12 
spaces.  Lord  Vladimir's  name  in  Cyrillic  'BOilO/IHMEP'  could  require  up  to  11 
space.  Thus,  there  is  enough  room  on  the  coins  legend  for  both  the  Lord's 
title  'Kniaz'  and  his  name.  Abbreviations  are  possible  and  his  father's 
abbreviated  name  could  also  have  been  included. 

At  about  the  1:30  o'clock  position  is  a fragment  of  a letter.  It  could  be  a 
Cyrillic  'P',  '4'  or  an  'E'. 

Towards  the  middle  of  the  coin,  and  at  about  the  12  o'clock  position  is 
letters  about  twice  the  size  of  those  along  the  legend.  It  appears  to  be  a 'TT' 
with  a short  dash  underneath.  Going  counter-clockwise,  the  next  letter  looks 
like  a Latin  'V',  its  size  is  that  of  the  legend  letters  and  it  may  actually  be  part 
of  the  legend  or  it  may  again  be  a rendering  of  an  'A'.  Under  this  'A',  there 
appears  to  be  an  'E'.  Next,  there  appears  to  be  an  upside-down 
'L|'  under  which  there  is  horizontal  dash.  From  these  letters  it  appears  that 
'Pechat'  was  intended  in  the  middle  of  the  coin.  One  can  not  help  but  think 


5. 


of  the  "Pechat/claggcr-Greek  cross"  coins  minted  in  Lithuania  t)y  his  father, 
King  Algirdas. 

Most  unfortunately,  an  interpretation  of  the  arabic  reverse  is  not  availaf)le 
at  this  time. 

In  the  Borishchev  hoard,  G.  A.  Kozhovski  found  a counterfeit  Tartar  coin 
similar  to  the  coin  above.  However,  not  having  graphics  or  data  on  the  coin, 
no  comments  can  be  made. 

Since  1872,  coins  with  the  name  'Vladimir'  in  Cyrillic  and  with  a mark 
consisting  of  crosses  on  a frame  have  been  attributed  Vladimiras 
Algirdaitis.  There  is  no  reason  to  dispute  this.  Difficulties,  arise 
in  attributing  a chronilogical  sequence  of  the  coins.  N.  F.  Kotijar 
studied  these  coins  extensively,  but  clarified  little. 

Other  coins  of  Lord  Vladimiras  are  best  classified  into  one  of  three 
categories.  In  each  category,  on  the  obverse  is  the  legend  'Vladimir' 
surrounding  a device  in  the  center.  The  arms  of  Lord  Vladimir  are  on  the 
reverse.  The  classification  is  determined  by  the  device  in  the  center  of  the 
obverse:  1)  a Tartar  tamga  very  similar  to  the  "entwined  lion's  tail"  found  on 


2)  a different  tamga  and  3) 


the  obverse  of  one  of  King  jogaila's  coins 
yet  another  tamga  Knowing  which  Tartar  Lord  ruled  which  area,  what  his 
tamga  was  and  when  he  ruled  would  clarify  much  about  these  coins. 

It  has  been  proposed  that  the  "entwined" 
tamga  is  the  mark  of  the  Tartar  Great  Lord.  The 
tamga  of  the  second  category  has  raised  some 
contraversy.  N.  F.  Kotijar  suggests  that  the  device 
is  a Cyrillic  'K'  for  Kiev.  However,  a period 
Cyrillic  'K'  did  not  look  like  what  is  minted  on  the 
coin.  Further  on  some  of  the  coins  there  is  a dot 
between  the  two  elements  of  the  device  and  in 
some  cases  there  is  also  a dot  over  the  backwards 
"S"  of  the  device,  suggesting  that  the  device 
consists  of  two,  not  one  element.  Thus,  the  device 
could  be  interpretated  as  consisting  of  an  'I'  and  a 
backwards  'S'.  It  had  been  speculated  that  they 
stand  for  l(VAN)  S(KIRGELO).  But,  in  Cyrillic,  an 
'S'  is  written  as  'C'  and  there  is  no  reason  to  think 
that  Latin  script  would  have  been  used  on  coins  in 
Kiev  at  the  time.  Further,  Lord  Skirgaila's  rule  in 
Kiev  was  for  only  three  years.  It  is  doubtful  he  had  the  opportunity  to  mint 
any  coins  at  all.  (to  be  concluded  in  the  next  issue) 


I')*)!  1,000  LI  rv  SrKCIMEN  BANKNOTE  SOLD  ON  E-BAY. 


Someone  from  Australia  purchased  for  themselves  a nice 
Christmas  gift  on  December  25.  It  was  an  unissued  Pick-52  1,000  Litii 
banknote  Specimen.  This  is  the  first  time  a note  of  this  denomination  has 
appeared  on  the  numismatic  market.  It  was  printed  in  Los  Angeles, 
California  by  the  United  States  Banknote  Corporation,  which  was 
engaged  in  a legal  battle  with  Lithuania  regarding  the  security  features  in 
its  1991-printed  note  series.  As  a result  of  Bank  concerns,  the  1991  500 
and  1,000  liti|  denominations  were  never  issued  by  the  Bank  of  Lithuania. 

Some  specimen  notes  had  been  illustrated  in  various  publications 
prior  to  the  June,  1993  release  of  the  1991-dated  notes  of  lesser 
denominations.  Apparently  an  unknown  number  of  Specimen  sets 
containing  the  1,000  liti|  note  had  been  distributed  prior  to  that.  It  is 
assumed  that  is  where  this  note  originated  from.  1991  Specimen  notes  of 
the  denominations  of  10-20-50-100  Liti|  have  previously  been  sold  for 


auction. 


This  note  bears  the  serial  number  AAOOOOOOO,  with  the  word 
“SPPXIMEN”  printed  in  red  diagonally  across  the  center  Vytis  emblem 
on  the  face,  and  in  the  center  between  the  two  kings  on  the  back. 

The  note  appeared  for  auction  on  E-Bay  (www.ebay.com)  for  10 
days,  which  concluded  on  Christmas,  December  25,  2006.  After  hovering 
around  $900  for  several  days,  the  bidding  on  this  note  skyrocketed  on  the 


final  day,  jumping  from 
around  $1,400  to  the  final  sale 
price  of  $2047.22  in  the  final 
seconds.  A serious  Lithuanian 
collector  from  Australia 
purchased  this  rarity  In  what 
amounted  to  spirited  bidding 
online.  The  seller  was  Staples 
Numismatics  of  Lake  Worth, 
Florida. 

Although  the  Bank  of 
Lithuania  announced  about 
two  years  ago  that  it  would 
offer  examples  of  the  1991  500 
and  1,000  liti|  notes  for 
collectors  at  a later  date,  no 
such  regular  notes  have  been 
offered  to  collectors.  The 
Museum  of  Lithuania  was 
given  examples  by  the  Bank, 
but  that  was  it.  It  was  hoped 
that  when  Lithuania  went  to 
the  Euro  that  those  unissued 
denominations  could  be  made 
available  to  collectors.  The 
notes  have  been  stored  in  a 
warehouse,  and  plans  are  for 
them  to  be  destroyed.  It  is  not 
known  if  the  Bank  of  Lithuania 
will  still  honor  their 
earlier-issued  statement 

concerning  reserving  a 
quantity  of  notes  to  collectors 
at  a later  date. 

The  face  of  the  note  features 
an  image  of  Mykolas 
Ciurlionis,  Lithuanian 

compose  and  painter.  The  back 
depicts  his  work  “A  Tale  of 
Kings.” 


I NIJSUAL  BANKNOTE  PROOF  DESKiN 
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ABOVE:  Mirror 
image  proof  proposed 
design  of  the  1922  5 
centai.  Pick-5. 

BELOW: 

Readable  flipped  image 
of  the  above. 


Lithuanian  banknote  collector  Ramunas  Kvietkauskas  sent  us  this 
photo  of  his  printer’s  image  mirror-image  proof  of  the  Plck-9  1922  5 
centai  banknote.  This  note  bears  a different  focus  design  than  what  was 
printed  for  circulation.  During  late  1922,  the  Andreas  Haase  printers  in 
Prague,  Czechoslovakia  prepared  a number  of  proposed  designs  for 
look-over  and  approval  by  new  Bank  of  Lithuania  officials.  These  were 
printed  in  various  colors.  There  were  various  prints  of  each  different 
“layer  ” found  on  the  notes.  Most  contained  the  designs  that  were  issued 
for  circulation.  However,  some  contained  alternative  versions.  These 
occasionally  have  appeared  on  the  numismatic  market  throughout  the 
years  with  prices  about  double  that  of  the  “real”  notes. 

This  particular  proof  bears  the  ornamental  tan  wreath 
background  as  appears  on  the  real  banknote.  The  denomination  text 
however  is  different.  The  real  note  has  the  word  “CENTAI”  in  the  center, 
with  the  numeral  “5”  on  each  side,  printed  in  blue,  along  with  the  basic 
text  on  top  an  bottom.  Also  on  the  real  note  are  a series  of  diagonal  wavy 
lines  resembling  a fingerprint,  placed  there  as  a security  measure. 

This  proof  contains  a large  numeral  “5”  in  the  center,  with 
“CENTAI”  below.  No  security  wavy  lines  or  top/bottom  text  is  found  on 
this  note.  Illustrated  here  is  the  note  on  top,  with  a photo  computer 
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flipped  image  below  of  how  it 
would  have  looked  like. 

Kvietkauskas  writes, 
“The  design  consists  of  tiny 
horizontal  lines,  I counted  10 
per  1 mm.  Regular  banknotes 
do  not  have  that  linear  pattern. 
I wonder  what  the  printing 
process  was  to  give  that  linear 
structure.”  You  can  contact 
Ramunas  at: 

ramkisss@hotmail.com  if  you 
have  any  questions.  Do  you 
have  something  unusual  In 
your  collection?  Share  it  with 
us  here  in  The  KnIghtI 


s. 

LITHUANIAN  LIBERTY  BELL,  BADGE  AND  PIN 


By  Henry  L,  Caidis 


The  Declaration  of  Lithuanian  Independence  on  February  16,  1918  brought  an  immediate  rally  of 
support  from  Lithuanian  Americans.  The  Third  National  Congress  of  Lithuanian  Americans  consisting 
of  1,200  delegates  representing  various  Lithuanian  organizations  convened  on  March  13,  1918  in 
New  York  City,  N.Y.  and  called  for  the  United  States  to  recognize  the  independence  of  Lithuania. 
They  formed  an  executive  committee  which  met  with  president  Woodrow  Wilson  on  May  3,  1918  and 
also  presented  him  with  a resolution  adopted  by  the  National  Congress  of  Lithuanian  Americans 
requesting  that  a Lithuanian  delegation  be  permitted  to  attend  the  Paris  Peace  Conference.  These 
early  Lithuanian  Americans  continued  to  champion  support  for  the  newly  independent  Lithuanian 
government  with  petitions,  donations  of  goods,  cash  contributions,  and  the  sale  of  bonds.  Through 
the  efforts  of  the  Lithuanian  American  community,  $1,800,000  in  Lithuanian  bonds  were  sold.  The 
money  raised  helped  Lithuania  recover  from  the  ravages  of  WWI.  At  the  same  time,  to  demonstrate 
their  loyalty  to  the  United  States,  Lithuanian  Americans  across  the  country  held  July  4th  parades 
where  they  called  for  "Each  Lithuanian,  in  the  spirit  of  Vytautas  and  Kosciuska"  to  champion  the 
cause  of  freedom  for  all  nations. 

The  Chicago  National  Convention  of  June  8-11,  1918  voted  to  authorize  the  raising  of  funds  for 
the  construction  of  a Liberty  Bell  for  Lithuania.  With  the  Vytis  at  the  time  being  the  most  popular 
device  Lithuanians  used  to  distinguish  themselves  from  other  nations  and  which  was  very  frequently 
displayed  by  Lithuanians,  it  was  decided  to  have  a depiction  of  the  Vytis  on  the  Lithuanian  Liberty  Bell. 
The  same  spirit  of  liberty  that  the  American  Liberty  Bell  symbolized  in  the  United  States,  the 
Lithuanian  Americans  wished  to  impart  to  their  native  land  with  the  Lithuanian  Liberty  Bell  during  its 
trying  hour  of  newly  found  independence. 

It  was  Jonas  Bagdziunas  (John  Borden),  a Lithuanian  American  lawyer  who  proposed  such  a liberty 
bell.  Later  he  would  organize  and  head  the  committee  to  raise  funds  for  it. 

To  encourage  donations,  the  Lithuanian  American  Liberty  bell  Committee  authorized  the  awarding 
of  a bronze  badge  and  a lapel  pin  to  all  who  donated  at  least  $5.00  for  the  cause.  At  the  time,  $5.00 
represented  about  2 days  wages  for  a common  worker.  The  badge  is  in  the  shape  of  a bell  with  a large 
Vytis  prominently  embossed.  Under  the  Vytis  is  the  same  inscription  as  would  be  found  on  the 
Lithuanian  Liberty  Bell.  The  badge  hangs  on  a Lithuanian  tri-colored  ribbon  (yellow-green-red) 
suspended  from  a ribbon  bar  on  which  is  a scroll  with  the  inscription  "Laive  Lietuvai  1919"  - 
"Freedom  for  Lithuania  1919".  The  lapel  pin  had  a propotionalty  larger  Vytis  than  the  Vytis  on  the 
medal.  Under  the  Vytis  of  the  lapel  pin  is  written  'Laisve  Lietuvai'.  Further,  for  those  donating  less 
than  $5  but  more  than  $1,  just  the  lapel  pin  was  awarded.  These  awards  were  made  by  the  American 
Badge  Company  in  Chicago  Illinois.  The  badge  with  an  accompaning  lapel  pin  came  in  a black  velvet 
lined  presentation  box. 


LIETUYOS  LAISVES  VARPO  BRONZINiS  lENKLAS, 

§1S  paveikslas  parodo  bronzinj  Varpo  zenklelj  kuris  yra  duodamas  aukau- 
ntiems  Jemiaus  penkiij  doliary,,  bet  ne  maiiaus  vieno  Mmco.  Kuiis  aukauja 
penkis  doliarus  arba  daugiaus,  tas  aplaiko  abu  zenklu.  Butu  inui  i.- 
malonq  apdovanoti  tamistq  su  abiem  zenklais,  ir  tunme  tv.ng  vili,. 
kad  tamiste,  atsimines  asaras  ir  vargus  musq  genCip  Lieiuvoje,  duo- 
si  mums  garbe  uzkabinti  ant  lamistos,  tikro  tevynainio  krutines 

virSui  parodyta  Lietuvos  Laisves  Varpo  Garbes  2enklg  ir  itraukii  | 


VI13UI  — . , , • • I 

nzin^  Lietuvos  Laisves  Varpo  Garbes  Knygg.eileje  Lietuvos  d.dvynu-jos  selpe- 
1 ir  geradejq. 

LIETUVOS  LMSVES  VARPO  KOMITETAS 

oco  c,.  u^lefart  ^trppt. 


Continued  next  page.... 


TRANSLATION  OF  THE  LIBERTY  BELE  FUND  RAISING  ADVERTISEMENT: 


BRONZE  BADGE  OF  THE  LITHUANIAN  LIBERTY  BELL. 

This  illustration  shows  the  bronze  Bell  badge  which  is  given  for  donations  of  less  than  five  dr/lat  b-jt 
not  less  than  one  dollar.  Those  who  donate  five  dollars  or  more  will  get  both  badges.  It  would  be  ver'. 
pleasing  to  us  to  award  you  both  badges  and  we  firmly  hope,  that  you,  on  remembering  the  tears  and 
suffering  of  our  kinsmen  in  Lithuania,  will  give  the  honor  of  pinning  on  the  chest  of  a true  scm  of  the 
homeland  the  above  illustrated  Lithuanian  Liberty  Bell  Honor  Badsge  and  enroll  you  in  the  perpetual 
Honor  Roll  of  the  Lithuanian  Liberty  Bell,  to  be  joined  with  heroes  of  Lithuania  - its  supporters  anrj 
benefactors 

LFEHUANIAN  LIBERTY  BELL  COMXtITTEE, 

So.  H<ilsted  Street  Chiu  ap'  -. 


Donations  poured  in  from  every  Lithuania  American  community.  Reference  sources  do  not  re[)orf 
how  mu(h  v\as  actually  raised,  l)ut  not  only  was  there  enough  to  have  the  bell  designed, 
manufactured  atid  delivered  to  Lithuania,  but  there  was  a surplus  of  $8, .526  which  was  donat(>d  to 
help  pay  the  e\|)etises  of  the  Lithuatiian  Delgation  to  the  Paris  Peace  Conference.  $8, .526  mav  not 
seem  impressive  today,  l)ut  it  covered  the  expenses  of  the  Lithuanian  Delegation  in  Paris  for  several 
months.  For  comparison,  an  average  office  worker  at  the  time  would  earn  al)out  $1,000  a year. 

The  Lithuanian  American  Lil)erty  Bell  was  patterned  after  the  American  Liberty  Bell  in  Pliiladelphia. 
On  completion,  it  weighed  1,200  pounds.  The  l)ell  had  a Vytis  on  one  side  under  which  was  an 
inscription  authored  by  the  well  known  Lithuanian  statesman  Bronius  K.  Balutis,  "O,  skambink  per 
amzius,  vaikams  Lietuvos  kad  laisves  nevertas,  kas  negina  jos!"  - "Oh,  ring  out  through  the  ages  to  the 
children  of  Lithuania,  that  be  who  does  not  defend  liberty,  is  not  worthy  of  it!"  Later,  Mr.  Balutis 
would  serve  as  Lithuania's  envoy  in  Washington  and  in  London. 

On  January  22,  1922  the  Lithuanian  American  Liberty  Bell  was  presented  to  the  Lithaunia 
governtnent  in  Kaunas,  since  Vilnius,  the  historic  capital  of  Lithuania,  was  under  Polish  niilitarv 
occupation.  The  bell  could  not  l)e  installed  in  Gediminas  Castle  as  originally  intended.  General  \ ladas 
Nagius-Nagev icius  suggested  that  the  l)ell  be  installed  in  the  belfry  of  the  Vytautas  the  Great  War 
Museum.  The  government  accepted  the  suggestion  and  so  it  was  done. 


Tho  Lilhuanian  Liberty  Bell  before  delivery  to  Lithuania  and  in  the  belfrv 
ot  the'  Vvtautas  the  Great  War  Museum. 


O S.S  V.M3INK  PtiR  AMZU.es.  VAIKAMS  LIETUVOS, 
KAD  LAISVES  NEVERTAS.  ICAS  NEGIN.A  JOS! 


On  Felrruarv  16, 

1 922  the  Lithuanian 
American  Lil)ertv 
Bell  rang  out  for  the 
first  time  to  comme- 
morate the  Lithua- 
nian Declaration  of 
Independence. 
Reverend  Juozas 
T umas-\  aizgantas 
consecrated  the  bell 
and  delivered  a his- 
toric sermon.  Pet- 
ras  \ ilesis,  the  ol- 
dest "Ausrininkas"* 
in  Kaunas  and  an  in- 
valid veteran  from 
the  Lithuanian  Wars 
of  lnde[)enclenc  e 
were  giv en  the 
honor  of  ringing  the 
bell. 


10. 


Later,  a Lithuanian  Liberty  Bell  lapel  pin  was  used  as  an  incentive  to  raise  funds  to  help  support 
invalids  of  Lithuanian's  Wars  for  Independence.  It  is  not  known  at  this  time  if  the  design  of  this  later 
lapel  pin  differed  from  that  of  the  lapel  pin  used  for  the  Liberty  Bell  fund  raising  effort. 

In  1928,  on  the  tenth  anniversary  of  the  Independence  of  Lithuania,  four  smaller  bells  were  added 
to  the  belfry,  each  in  honor  of  a battlefield  famous  in  Lithuanian  history. 

On  August  1,  1940,  the  Lithuanian  flag  was  ordered  removed  from  the  War  Museum's  belfry  by 
the  occupying  Russians  and  the  bells  were  silent  during  the  Nazi  and  the  Soviet  occupations.  But  in 
1956  Viktoras  and  Giedrius  Kuprevicius  resumed  ringing  the  four  battlefield  bells  to  provide 
continued  hope  to  the  nation.  The  Liberty  Bell,  however,  continued  to  remain  silent  throughout  the 
second  Soviet  occupation. 

On  February  16,  1989  the  Lithuanian  flag  was  again  raised  above  the  tower  and  the  Liberty  Bell 
again  rang  out  to  celebrate  Freedom  and  to  mourn  the  thousands  who  perished  in  its  defense.  The 
restored  Republic  of  Lithuaniahas  featured  the  Liberty  Bell  on  postage  stamps  and  on  the  500  litq 
banknote,  thereby  expressing  Lithuania's  continued  respect  for  this  symbol  of  freedom. 

Today  visitors  to  Kaunas  can  enjoy  concert  of  the  Kaunas  carillon  bells,  so  long  silent  during  the 
Soviet  occupation.  The  Lithuanian  Liberty  Bell  given  as  a gift  by  Lithuanian  Americans  to  their 
homeland  so  many  years  ago  still  rings  out  for  freedom  and  for  liberty. 

* An  "Ausrininkas"  was  a contributor  to  the  monthly  publication  'Ausra'  (Dawn)  edited  by  Jonas 
Basanvicius  published  1883-1886.  The  publication  fostered  Lithuanian  national  awakening. 

NOTE:  See  the  December  1980-january  1981  issue  of  THE  KNIGHT  for  about  this  badge. 

CHOCOLATE  COINS! 


The  Balzekas  Museum  Gift  Shop  has  imported  a quantity  of  chocolate  10  litq  coins 
for  sale.  These  milk  chocolate  "coins"  are  based  on  the  1936  Vytautas  the  Great  10 
litq  coin  design.  The  obverse,  Vytis,  side  has  the  legend  'KAUNAS'  and  the  date 
'1993'.  Each  chocolate  "coin"  is  encased  in  GOLD-colored  aluminum  foil,  thus  this  is 

the  closest  thing  collectors  can  get  to  a gold  coin  from  the  pre-War  period 

For  more  information,  contact:  Balzekas  Museum  of  Lithuanian  Culture  Gift  Shop, 
6500  S.  Pulaski  Road,  Chicago,  II  60629,  phone  (707)  582-6500,  e-mail 

giftshop@lithuanlanmuseum.org. 


